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There is only one Choice!There is only one Choice!

What is a gifted child?

This is a question that many of us will come across.
While many children are extremely bright, they
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may not necessarily be gifted. Indeed, being bright
or gifted are two different traits.

Bright children are always hard working,
academically minded, intelligent, smart, and
diligent. They will likely listen to their teachers and
understand what is being taught without any
problems. Bright children also do not question
their teachers and accept the answers as given.

In contrast, a gifted child is curious, asks many
questions and often debates the answers that a
teacher presents. You will find that a gifted child
already knows many of the answers but is usually
interested to know the why and the how.

A gifted child needs a particular kind of attention
and resources that most schools don't have. That's
why we say that "There is only one Choice"

What is a gifted
child?
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Grade 8

During October, a survey was conducted to
ascertain if a grade 8 class would be beneficial
to our community. The response was very
positive and almost every parent agreed that
we should have a grade 8 class.

It would definitely help our students to get acquainted with the beginning of the
High School experience while being supported by our staff and resources. The
next step is to start working on the planning. If you would like more information
on this initiative, please contact Mr. Bolina.

Potato Party!

During the month of October, the
Oak and Cedar Classes participated
in a Potato Party cooking class led
by Ms. Sueyoshi, Ms. Dykman and
Mr. McLaren.

https://www.powerofpositivity.com/gifted-child-signs/#:~:text=The Differences Between %E2%80%9CGifted%E2%80%9D and %E2%80%9CBright%E2%80%9D 1 Smart,are clever%2C while gifted kids are original. 
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All of the potatoes were planted by
the students, in the Choice School
Garden, at the end of the school
year in June 2021. The students
dug up the potatoes and then they
cut them up into fries and baked
them with a little butter and salt.

Students learned about the life
cycle of the potato, as well as many
interesting facts about their history
and importance in feeding millions
of people around the world. When
the potatoes were done baking,
Cedar class ate them all up. They
were SO tasty!

We are all so thankful to Mr.
McLaren for providing this

wonderful insight into the lives of
potatoes. It is believed that more
Potato Parties are being planned!

Stay tuned!

Apha, Beta, Gamma...

The grade 2 and 3 class (Cedar) has
been learning the Greek alphabet! It
all started with a small lesson (by Mr.
Bolina) into the first two letters of the
Greek alphabet (alpha and beta). The
class was then given the task of
researching for the next letter
(gamma).

However, when the class came back
with the entire alphabet, Mr. Bolina was so impressed. He was so impressed that



he decided to make a song out of this and even sang it with the class. Cedar
class parents, please remind your children to learn this song - we have a feeling
this might be the next American Idol!!!

Terry Fox Run

The Terry Fox Run
was a huge
success!

We were blessed
with beautiful
weather on
October 4th which
students enjoyed
while running or
walking the back field for 30 minutes straight. As a school, we were able to raise
over $800 for the Terry Fox Foundation, so thank you to students and parents
for your hard work and contributions to such a worthy cause.

A quick shout-out to Alistair (Oak class) for raising the highest contribution total
of any student in the school! Choice School was proud to be a part of such a
meaningful event and we look forward to running it again next year.

Loon Lake

Over the week of October 12-14, the
CMS students attended an outdoor
education retreat at Loon Lake
Lodge in Maple Ridge. To say this
was the highlight of the year so far
for these students and teachers
would be an understatement.

Over the time at Loon Lake, students
and teachers bonded in ways that
would be impossible in a classroom
environment, having experiences
such as:

shelter building,
fire building,
hiking
forestry lessons,



wayfinding,
identification of BC’s wild
animals.

They enjoyed state-of-the-art lodging
facilities and wonderful meals prepared
by chefs at the restaurant on site. During
free time, there was a great deal of
reading, playing board games, and even
more laughter.

Choice School was thrilled to be able to
provide this opportunity to our senior
students, especially after such a
challenging past two years, and look
forward to returning to Loon Lake next
year.

Halloweeeeeeeeen Fun

On Friday October 29, the Choice
School staff and students had a great
time when they arrived in a variety of
costumes. Everyone was in good
spirits as they blandished their
costumes.

We had pirates, witches, superheroes,
doctors, fairies, a team of M & M and
many, many more. We even had a
dinosaur!

At the end of the day, the entire
school gathered in the gym and took



part in a Halloween parade. Each
class, led by their teachers, proudly
showed their costumes.

Even the staff participated in the
parade!

All in all, it was a great day full of fun
and laughter. We wish everyone a
safe Halloween.

PAC News
The Parent Advisory Council (PAC) is made up
of the passionate and energetic parents of
every passionate, energetic, and unique
student enrolled at Choice School. Our role is
to provide support for the administration and
staff in delivering the very best educational
experience possible for our children.

Thanks to all the parents who came to our PAC
AGM this week! We elected a new PAC; please
welcome David Goertzen - Treasurer, Erin O’Halloran - Secretary, and Tracee
Bonnici - Chair! We aim to bring our Parent Community closer together, and
have fun along the way. October is almost over, and I’m sure you’re already
thinking about the holidays. Great news - we are doing a Purdy’s Fundraiser
this year! Get a little something for each of the special folks in your life, as a
sweet Thank You this holiday season. Details will be in your Inbox shortly after
Halloween!

Choice Challenge
It is time for the Choice Challenge. This
is an interactive program in which
students are offered enrichment from a
variety of different options. Each term,
we term offer a range of different
experiences depending on the skills
of our educators. This term, we are
delighted to offer the following:



Rock polishing
Story telling
Story writing
Board games
Wood working
Organised sports

Choice Challenge is a very sought
after program as it brings together
different students from different age
groups in one class. Every
Wednesday, students and staff look
foreword to the Choice Challenge
and enjoy participating in the
experience of their choice. As you can
see from these pictures, students are
learning about a variety of different
skills.

We wonder what variety we will be
offering next term!

First Aid

On October 22, 2021, the Choice
School staff attended a First Aid
course. This was led by Coast
Wilderness Medical Training.

During the course, our staff reviewed
how to deal with common injuries
such as cuts and bruises. They also
learnt how to deal with life
threatening issues that can arise,
including understanding of and

Common courtesies

Schools are places where children
learn many virtues. In addition to the
academic curriculum, it is important
that children grow up into successful
and positive members of society.

We are noticing a distinct lack of
please and thank you, especially
thank you, with our students. One of
our virtues is kindness, another is
respect. 



appropriate and timely responses to
an anaphylactic situation.

We are proud to announce that all
our full time staff are now trained for
Emergency First Aid!

Thanksgiving Turkeys! 

Oak class celebrated Thanksgiving by
reflecting on what is most meaningful
to us. Students created patterns with
the turkey feathers and practiced
their writing by printing what they
were most thankful for. It was
touching to see all the different ideas
that they had come up with, and to
reflect on how much we could be
thankful for this year. 

To this effect, we ask for your help in
teaching and promoting good
manners. These include the use of the
following words, when necessary:

sorry
thank-you
please
may I
I will try

Artsonia

Artsonia is the world's largest
collection of student art, published by
teachers and students from around
the world.

Our art teacher, Ms. Kluthe posts
students artwork on this website for
parents to see (and purchase if
desired).

Parents and family can view the art
online, maintain a digital art gallery,
leave comments and order keepsakes
featuring the artwork (20% of all
purchases are donated back to your
child’s school).
When we post artwork to Artsonia
they will automatically send you an e-
mail to accept the artwork and you
will be given a CODE to login. Once
you login you can view the artwork.

Please see Mrs. Kluthe for more
information regards this!

Artsonia

Foundation Skills
Assessment (FSA)

The Foundation Skills Assessment is

https://files.constantcontact.com/d3c6e5fc801/adbbb976-d37f-422c-a93b-99f0240fe28a.pdf


Hemlock and Spruce science

Effective teaching involves a blend of
instruction and activities for students.
With this in mind, students in Spruce
and Hemlock have been very busy in
science the past couple weeks!

They have been working
collaboratively to design a transport
device for Ms. Lopez to move
between our classrooms as she
recovers from a foot injury.
Considering different types of forces,
the students created plans and
multiple prototypes. Great work
everyone!

an annual province-wide assessment
of all B.C. students’ academic skills in
grades 4 and 7. The results provide
parents, teachers, schools, school
districts and the Ministry of Education
with important information on how
well students are progressing in the
foundation skills of Literacy and
Numeracy.

During the last two weeks of October,
our grade 4 and 7 students have
been writing these assessments.
Many of the questions are multiple
choice and involve writing in a
booklet and/or online. It is stressed
that this is a Provincial assessment
and does not impact the individual
report cards that are written by
teachers.
For information, please follow this
link to parent information.
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