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August 26, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

We are very pleased to be  welcoming our students back with us on September 8th.  To protect your 

child, we have been instructed to inform parents and put into practice the following measures provided 

by The BC Centre for Disease Control and the BC Ministry of Health:  COVID Public Health Guidance 

for K-12 School Settings.   

 

I. Cleaning and Disinfecting Protocols: 

 

In accordance with these documents, our school will be cleaned twice daily using the prescribed 

disinfectants.  Our daytime custodian, Mr. Majid, will clean and disinfect all high touch areas and 

washrooms during the school day.  Our newly-hired night custodian will again clean and disinfect all 

high touch areas, washrooms, and thoroughly wash floors.  

Teachers will be responsible for guiding and supervising students to clean their personal work spaces, 

hard surface supplies and chairs at the end of each school day. 

 

II. Student Learning Groups or Cohorts: 

 

Evidence indicates that reducing the number of close interactions an individual has within their day 

helps to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  In the school setting, this will be accomplished by 

having students learn in small cohorts or learning groups.  This will reduce the number of in-person 

interactions the children have each day without requiring consistent physical distancing within their 

cohort.   At Choice School, our cohorts will be as follows: 

 

Cohort One:  Kindergarten to Grade 3 

Cohort Two:  Grades 4 & 5 

Cohort Three:  Grades 6 & 7 

 

Within each cohort, minimized personal contact is encouraged, but a two-metre physical does not need 

to be maintained. Members of staff who are not assigned to a specific cohort ( i.e.  

Ms Joanna, Ms Jameela, Ms Chartres, Mr. Majid, and some of our EA staff) will be expected to wear a 

mask, physically distance and/or work behind a barrier when interacting with students. 

 

Cohort groups will each be assigned a staggered schedule for arrival and departure, recess and lunch.  

Music and Art have been scheduled with a break between classes so the cohorts will not cross in the 

hallways, and to allow Mrs. Cathy and Mr. McLaren to disinfect work areas and supplies in between 

classes. 
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III. Procedures for Arrival at and Departure from School: 

 

Parents will drop their children and pick them up at the school gate at the times scheduled for their 

child’s cohort: 

 

Cohort Arrival Time Pick Up Time 

One (K- Grade 3) 8:15 AM 2:45 PM 

Two (Grades 4 & 5) 8:30 AM 3:00 PM 

Three (Grades 6 &7) 8:45 AM 3:15 PM 

 

Parents will not be allowed inside the school gate and are asked to keep socially distant in the parking 

lot.  Please stay in your car until your cohort’s arrival time.  On arrival, you will be greeted by a member 

of staff and asked to confirm that you have assessed your child or children and they are not 

demonstrating COVID-like symptoms.  A Daily Health Checklist accompanies this message.  Please DO 

NOT send your child to school if they have any of the symptoms listed. 

 

Upon arrival, your child’s classroom teacher will meet them and guide them into the school where they 

will change from their outside shoes to their indoor shoes, and deposit backpacks, outerwear and 

lunches.  They will sanitize their hands before entering the classroom. 

 

For students arriving and departing on the school bus, specific protocols will be followed. Ms Jameela 

has communicated these rules to parents in the emailed bus questionnaire. 

 

 

IV. Health and Safety Protocols 

• Should a person in their home have a confirmed case of COVID-19, the student must remain at 

home.   

• Parents are asked to monitor their children daily for symptoms and not send them to school if 

they are sick.  Should a student develop any symptoms of illness while at school, they will be 

immediately separated from others in a supervised area and given a mask to wear.  The student’s 

parents will be contacted to pick them up as soon as possible.   

• Anyone experiencing symptoms of illness should not return to school until they have been 

assessed by a health-care provider to exclude COVID-19 or other infectious diseases AND their 

symptoms have resolved. 

• Wearing a non-medical mask is a personal choice for students within their cohort.  Masks are 

mandatory for students on the school bus or if they are to be interacting with students from other 

cohorts. The school will have available two reusable masks for each student and member of staff. 

• Hand hygiene rules will be strictly enforced, and hand sanitizing stations placed throughout the 

school. 

• Students will be asked to label their personal items and not share them. 
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• Staff will review and remind children to follow the procedures for respiratory etiquette:  

coughing or sneezing into an elbow or sleeve, or using and disposing of a tissue followed by 

handwashing. 

• Staff will stress that students not touch eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Social distancing directions and signs will be posted throughout the school and students regularly 

monitored and reminded. 

• Traffic flows and safe-distancing zones will be marked throughout the school to limit 

interactions between individuals. 

 

Please trust that we are taking every precaution to keep your child safe, healthy and happy. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in keeping Choice School a safe place for 

learning.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Lynn Chartres, Principal 

 

 


