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Principal’s Message 

On Friday we celebrated the culmination of the second term’s independent study, Images of Greatness.  We were delighted to 

see the many parents and guests who were able to attend, and were immensely proud of the knowledge and understandings 

demonstrated by our students. The study of greatness is foundational to gifted curriculum, and as with everything we do at 

Choice, there are important deeper learnings embedded in the project.  By studying greatness, students learn that it extends far 

beyond wealth and eminence; greatness can only be born of determination, persistence, compassion and integrity.  Greatness 

commits to improving the lives of others and bringing health, equality and peace to the world.  In choosing the subject for their 

study, each student searched for a person who embodied these values and character strengths. The depth and scope of the stu-

dents’ research was clear in the broad range of their notable choices, and in the depth of understanding each presented. 

An equally valuable outcome of the Images of Greatness project is the sense of accomplishment that results from sustained 

effort.  At the California Association for the Gifted Conference that Mrs. Maureen McDermid and I attended last month, we heard 

from a neuroscientist about the neural growth that is enhanced by active learning and engagement.  We learned that when we 

struggle and are challenged, the brain perceives the learning as important.  Dr.Cziko cited learning to walk or talk as examples of 

how infants persist with a daunting task. Our neural connections strengthen when we strive for mastery of something difficult, 

and the mastery itself brings an intrinsic reward. Friday, each student’s sense of  pride in his or her work spoke to the intrinsic 

reward that their efforts had engendered.  

Dr. Cziko spoke also about the value of Art in tapping into intrinsic motivation, because in Art, the motivation to engage and cre-

ate is from the heart rather than through some extrinsic or outside reward.  She also addressed the value of integrating the arts 

with the curriculum.  In recent days, our exceptional fine arts program has been enriched by two guest presenters.  Dr. Marion 

Porath, UBC’s Professor Emerita in High Ability studies, visited for a day of workshops in which she taught our students the art of 

bookbinding.  Please see the attached article which Dr. Porath has written for the Book Arts Canada journal.  Last week, our stu-

dents were privileged to experience the art of calligraphy, taught by Mrs. Cheryl Tasaka, a retired teacher and master calligra-

pher.  We are very grateful to both our guests, and to Mrs. Cathy Kluthe who is always finding new ways to enhance her already 

marvelous art program.  I hope you have taken the opportunity to view the atelier of student art that our Mrs. Cathy has created  

in the lower hall adjacent to the art studio.   

Today the students are bringing home a packet of tickets for a raffle that has been organized by the Board of Directors as their 

Annual Appeal.  Each family is asked to sell a book of ten tickets, at $5 each, for the May 17th draw for three exciting prizes.  The 

school is raising money toward a roof for the amphitheatre that is currently under construction, and also the equipment needed 

for our net sports program.  

 Thank you again for your ongoing support.  Best wishes to all our Choice families for a Happy Easter. 

Lynn 



 

Important Dates & Reminders 

 April 14, 2017   Good Friday (no school) 

 

 April 17, 2017   Easter Monday (no school) 

 

 April 18, 2017   Pro-D Day (no school) 

 

 April 25, 2017   Choice Challenge Begins 

April  
Birthdays 

This month, we wish a very  
Happy Birthday to: 

 

Justan - April 9 

Sebastian M - April 17 

Mason - April 19 

Cyrus - April 25 

Lawrence - April 26 

Aron P - April 17 

Shaheen’s Cancer Society Bottle  
and Can Drive 

 

Dear Choice Families, 

This will be my fourth year taking part in the      

Canadian Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, which 

raises funds for cancer research and supports 

those battling with cancer. Our team is organiz-

ing a bottle and can drive fundraiser this year, 

and are hoping to collect any empty bottles or 

cans that you may be able to donate to our 

cause! 100% of the proceeds will go directly to 

the Canadian Cancer  

Society. 

Please take a moment to read about why I relay 

every year:  

 

http://convio.cancer.ca/site/TR/RelayForLife/

RFL_BC_odd_?

px=5729100&pg=personal&fr_id=22339  

 

Thank you for your support! 

Shaheen 





Gifted Children’s Association of British Columbia 

(GCABC) 
 

Interested in joining a group of dedicated people  
who want to live by our mission statement to be  

“A collaborative community connecting to support the gifted”? 
   

Come and join us as a Director on the Board of the GCABC! 
 

 
Directors of the provincial organization are elected at the Annual General Meeting of the Association and serve a one
-year term. 
 
Our current Board members are all remaining for another year of service, but we need more people to join us 
to move our mandate forward, and be responsive to gifted families in BC. 

 
Our bylaws require a minimum of 3 directors, the president, treasurer and secretary and the board usually functions 
effectively with up to seven directors. We have analyzed our current board composition and our future needs and are 
looking for new board members that have skills and experience in one or several of the following areas:  

 General board experience 

 Communication (in particular social media) 

 Event planning and marketing 
 
Directors are expected to attend and fully participate in 8-10 regular board meetings (2-2.5 hours each) during the 
year and on occasion volunteer additional time in various community events or other matters furthering the purpose, 
health and growth of this non-profit. Directors are also expected to perform their duties with care and communicate 
on a timely basis. 
 
If you are interested in joining us to serve as a board member, please submit your statement of interest form to      
commgcabc@gmail.com 
 
Download the form here:   
 
2017 STATEMENT OF INTEREST IN SERVING AS A DIRECTOR (board Member) 
 
Need more information?  Please feel free to send us an email to the same address. Or call Maureen McDer-
mid at 604-315-3158. 

Please submit your form by April 15, 2017. 
Please note that specific roles, including officer positions, will be assigned by the newly elected board at 
the first board meeting scheduled for early September 2017. 

Please note.  GCABC receives all expressions of interest with appreciation.  The current board is tasked 
with making selections from applicants that will best add to the board’s skill set and moving those selected 
forward to the AGM as nominees 

 

 

mailto:commgcabc@gmail.com
https://giftedchildrenbc.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/2017-statement-of-interest-in-serving-as-a-director-board-member.docx


Last week, Choice students were fortunate to learn about the art of            
western Calligraphy in a series of workshops arranged by Mrs. Cathy and led 

by master calligrapher Cheryl Tasaka.  Ms Tasaka is a retired teacher who has 
practised and taught western calligraphy to adults for many years.  She shared 

her impressive portfolio of calligraphic artworks and taught students how 
to hold a calligraphy pen properly, to create thick and thin lines and to 

form basic lettering.  Our students were clearly inspired by Ms Tasaka's lessons 
and demonstrated admirable patience and determination.  

Calligraphy with Ms. Tasaka 



 





 

Images of Greatness 

Mason as the Dalai Lama 

Marcus as Sir Isaac 

Newton 

Kingsley as Confucius 

Gal as Mahatma Gandhi 

Kaden as Nelson Mandela,      

Marcus as Malala Yousafzai, and 

Dev as Jackie Robinson 

Joaquin as Bill Gates 

Trevor as Stephen Hawking 



Ryan as Aristotle 

Jackie as Elie Wiesel Nisha as Hedy Lamarr 

Wyatt as Commander Chris Hadfield 

Jaden C as Johannes Gutenberg 

Phoenix as Christopher Columbus Rayhan as William Shakespeare Gabriel as Frederick Douglass 


