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Principal’s Message 

This is the time of year when Choice reaches out to the community to invite donations to help support the programs, resources, 

equipment and facilities in our small not-for-profit school.  We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to the individual families 

who have contributed to our Annual Appeal thus far.  Our donations are in the area of $4500 to date, and every donation big or 

small brings us closer to our goal of $35 000. 

We also appreciate the large number of parent volunteers who have offered valuable activities and have helped to support al-

ready existing programs.  It is the close involvement of our families in their children’s education that makes the Choice community 

strong and helps our students to thrive. The PAC has asked me to remind parents to submit their volunteer hours by June 1st to 

volunteer coordinator Ms Machi Skopelitis.  Parents are very welcome to donate the unused portion of their volunteer incentive 

fund for school and PAC activities. 

The Gifted Children’s Association of British Columbia (GCABC )is an organization that advocates for the needs of gifted learners in 

both independent and public schools.  We are pleased that the GCABC Executive Committee has been holding its meetings at 

Choice throughout the past year.  On Saturday, May 7th the GCA is presenting their annual general meeting and a mini conference 

at Choice where parents can learn more about the challenges and joys of raising a gifted child and where our gifted children can 

meet like minds and participate in workshops of their own.  Please see the poster which follows for further information.  

Our Destination Imagination Team, made up of Jaden, Yikai, Lucas, Justan and Johnny, participated very successfully in last week-

end’s Provincial Tournament.  We are very proud of their performance and are waiting to hear whether they have been selected 

to attend the Global Tournament in Tennessee. 

This week we are fortunate to have scheduled a presentation by Green Thumb Theatre.  The play is entitled Celestial Being about 

a young girl with a huge imagination who struggles to make social connections.  In this play we will “see the world through her 

eyes…the tremendous colour and joy that her inner world presents…[and] realize that seeing things differently can be a wonderful 

gift.”   We are looking forward to this engaging performance on Wednesday morning and to the conversations that it will spark. 

The school will not be in session for students this Friday, a non-instructional day, or on Monday, April 25, a professional develop-

ment day for staff.  Our professional learning will focus on portfolio assessment; the revised Ministry of Education curriculum; and 

enhancing Math literacy. 

I hope you are enjoying this glorious spring sunshine. 

Regards, 

Lynn 

 

 

 



Reminders 

 April 20, 2016  Green Thumb Theatre Performance (9:15 AM) 

 

 April 22, 2016 Non-Instructional Day (school not in session) 

 

 April 25, 2016 Pro-D Day (school not in session) 

 

 April 27, 2016 Dr. Tamara Salih: Anxiety Disorders and Depression: An Information 
    Evening for Parents and Educators (6:30-8:00 PM) 

 

 April 28, 2016 Jeans Day in support of BC Children’s Hospital 

Class B’s Feature on Dinosaurs 

By Sebastian M 



April Birthdays 

This month, we wish a very  

happy birthday to: 

 

Justan (April 9) 

Eric (April 11) 

Sebastian (April 17) 

Andrew (April 24) 

Cyrus (April 25) 

Lawrence (April 26) 

Aron P (April 27) 

Calling all Parents! 

The Choice School production of The Wiz-
ard of Oz is approaching and we are in 
need of people to help with costumes. If 
you can sew or have items that may be 
suitable for costumes please contact Ms. 
Harker via her email, 
tharker@choiceschool.org. 
 
We need costumes for all the key players 

in the play: the Lion, the Tin Man, the 

Scarecrow, the Wicked Witch, the Good 

Witch and Dorothy. If you are unsure if an 

item you have will work, please don’t hesi-

tate to ask as there might be a use for it.  

Jeans Day Buttons are available by donation.                                            

Please bring in $5.00 to Ms. Walli by Tuesday, April 26! 

mailto:tharker@choiceschool.org


Immigration Stories Please! 

 

Class C is collecting Immigration Stories. We are going to make a world map 

and create links between the countries people immigrated from. Help us add 

more links to our map! 

Please fill in the appropriate section. If any questions make you feel            

uncomfortable, feel free to skip them.  

 

 

My Ancestors Immigrated: 

 What year did your ancestors come to Canada and how old were they? 

 What was the process of coming to Canada like? And how did they feel 

about it? 

 Why did they immigrate to Canada? 

 What generation in Canada are you? 

 Where did your ancestors come from? 

 What kind of transportation did your ancestors use to get to Canada? 

 

 

I Immigrated: 

 What year did you come to Canada and how old were you? 

 What was the process of coming to Canada like? And how do you feel now? 

 Why did you immigrate to Canada? 

 Where did your ancestors come from? 

 What kind of transportation did you use to get to Canada? 



Friendship Bench Dedication Ceremony in Honour of  

Erin Kate Moore 

April 13, 2016 

In the intimate space of the school’s music room, Choice School came together on to celebrate the memory of 
Erin Kate Moore and unveil a friendship bench in her honour.  

Erin Kate Moore was part of the Choice School family. Her mother, Dr. Elizabeth Moore, was the Choice School 
principal from June 2009 to June 2011.  The news of Erin Kate’s death from a hiking accident in Lions Bay in De-
cember of 2014 greatly affected the school.  

“Erin Kate was a sparkly, joyous child with a deep love of nature, colour and light. We wanted to do something 
that would reflect her spirit and be an ongoing, meaningful reminder of who she was,” said Lynn Chartres, 
Choice School’s principal.  

Erin Kate’s parents and her brother Cameron attended the bench dedication ceremony, held this Wednesday. 
The normal everyday bustle of the school was hushed save for a song coming from the school’s music room.  

The Choice School Ensemble performed John Denver’s “Annie’s Song”, which was renamed “Erin Kate’s Song” 
for her love of nature. The ceremony started with Elizabeth Moore sharing Erin Kate’s story. Moore’s words 
painted a picture of a trailblazing girl who was always happy, bright and bold.  

Erin Kate’s story reminded the students and staff at Choice to appreciate life. Indeed, Moore keeps a blog 
called Anatomy of Grace, which shares some of Erin’s life lessons—one that is to feel gratitude for each and 
every day.  

Images of Erin Kate’s big smile flashed on the screen as a slideshow played and a poem about friendship was 
recited by a Grade 2 student, Aaron.  James, Grade 7, spoke powerfully about the importance of friendship and 
caring in our school. The friendship bench was presented, and the students and teachers gathered for a photo-
graph. 

The bench will sit near the front of the school, surrounded by trees and our Stonehenge sculpture. Anyone who 
is feeling alone, wants to be included in a game, or simply wants someone to talk with can sit on the bench, 
and people will know that he or she needs the company of a friend. 

The bench will bring the Choice family closer while memorializing the spirit and friendship that Erin Kate em-
bodied. 



You are cordially invited to our student art exhibition 

 

“ALL THINGS CANADIAN” 
 

DRAWINGS and PAINTINGS 

BY GRADE K-8 STUDENTS  

CHOICE SCHOOL FOR GIFTED CHILDREN 

 

April 6-30th, 2016 

 City Centre Community Centre 

First floor & Second floor galleries 

#105-5900 Minoru Blvd.  

Richmond, BC V6X 0L9 

 

I am extremely proud to present a collection of drawings and paintings  

created by Choice School students exhibiting at our  

brand new local City Centre Community Centre. 

Artworks include Puffins, owls, songbirds, dinosaurs, light houses, and paintings inspired by Canadian artists: Lawren Harris 
and Emily Carr. 

 

These art projects are inspired by a curriculum designed to educate and inspire students to become more aware of Canadian 
artists, animals and landscape. 

Please take the time to visit this wonderful art exhibition. 

 

Artists included are: 

Raymond, Seneca, Winston, Jayden, Emily, Eric, 

Johnny, Yikai, Lawrence, Brendan, Kenji,  

Aron P, Alisha, Desi, Jaden, Binnae,  Makoto, Justan, Andrew, Nisha, Dev, Wilson, Ryker and Lucas 

 

 

Arts Educator/Fine Artist * Cathy Kluthe * www.cathykluthe.com * www.creativeartplace.com 

 

http://www.cathykluthe.com/





